Those who do not learn from history are condemned to repeat it.

A
JOURNEY
THROUGH
AMERICA’S
PAST
Part 1: Native Americans

Part 2: Colonists
prepared by Mark

Part 3: The Nation Expands

THE NATION EXPANDS RESOURCE

THE NATION EXPANDS - Treaty of Paris, 1783

THE NATION EXPANDS - Louisiana Purchase, 1803

THE NATION EXPANDS - Red River Basin & Florida

THE NATION EXPANDS -

Texas Annexation & Oregon Country

THE NATION EXPANDS -

Mexican Cession & Gadsden Purchase

THE NATION EXPANDS - Alaska & Hawaii

THE NATION EXPANDS - States Emerge
After acquiring land through treaties, purchases, and the forced removal of Indian tribes, new areas of the United States were
organized into territories before they were divided into individual states. These territories often became several states.
How new territories could become states was set out in the U.S. Constitution: the territory must have a large enough population
to support a state government, its people must agree to American democratic principles, and a majority of the people eligible to
vote must agree to statehood.
As more and more states and territories entered the Union, the question arose of whether or not slavery should be permitted in
these new areas. That question would ultimately be decided once and for all by the Civil War.

THE NATION EXPANDS - States Emerge

CYCLE 3 5TH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES HOMEWORK

NAME:

1) RESEARCH THE PREAMBLE OF THE CONSTITUTION
2) MATCH THE 8 PHRASES AND MEANINGS BELOW
3) MEMORIZE THE PREAMBLE OF THE CONSTITUTION BY CYCLE WEEK 5
4) RECITE THE PREAMBLE OF THE CONSTITUTION DURING CYCLE WEEK 6
WHAT IS THE PREAMBLE?
The Preamble is the opening statement to the United States Constitution. The preamble explains the
reasons why the Framers/Authors of the Constitution made our government a republic. By doing this, the
founding fathers replaced the Articles of Confederation. The Preamble along with the rest of the
Constitution was written over a period of about six weeks in 1787. The Constitution is the law for the USA.
The Preamble helped explain why the Constitution was written.
TEXT OF THE PREAMBLE (TO BE MEMORIZED AND RECITED BY THE END OF CYCLE 3)
The preamble of the United States Constitution is the following:

“WE

THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, IN ORDER TO FORM A MORE PERFECT UNION,
ESTABLISH JUSTICE, INSURE DOMESTIC TRANQUILITY, PROVIDE FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE,
PROMOTE THE GENERAL WELFARE, AND SECURE THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY TO
OURSELVES AND OUR POSTERITY, DO ORDAIN AND ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION FOR THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.”
UNDERSTANDING THE PREAMBLE (MATCH THE PHRASE WITH ITS MEANING)
A. We the people
B. In order to form a more perfect union
C. Establish justice
D. Insure domestic tranquility

E. Provide for the common defense
F. Promote the general welfare
G. Secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity
H. Ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America

1. _____ The previous government was based on the Articles of Confederation, which were very limited. When
the Framers wrote this, they felt that they were making new government that would be a better way to govern
the country.
2. _____ This phrase meant that the well-being of the citizens would be taken care of as well as possible by the
Federal government.
3. _____ The reasons why there was Revolution against England were still important to the American citizens,
so they wanted to make sure that they would have justice under the Constitution.
4. _____ This phrase means all the citizens of the United States of America. Even though the Constitution was
written up by some of the most well-educated men of the new country, the rights given under the document
were given to all American citizens.
5. _____ This last phrase of the Preamble is a powerful statement saying that the people made this document,
and the people give the country its power.
6. _____ There was still a chance of being attacked by other countries. No individual state had the power to
defend itself against attacks. Because of this, the Framers knew that it was important for the states to defend
the nation together.
7. _____ The point of this phrase in the Preamble, and the constitution as a whole was to help protect the
country’s hard-earned rights for liberty, unjust laws, and freedom from a tyrannical government.
8. _____ One of the main reasons why the Constitutional Convention was held was because of Shays’
Rebellion. This was an uprising of farmers in Massachusetts against the state for having to repay war debts.
Citizens were worried with the keeping peace within the country’s borders.

