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Forms of Matter 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Physical Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

    Everything around you, wherever you look, is made of 
matter. Scientists group matter based on its properties, or 
characteristics: what it looks like and how it acts in different 
situations. Matter can take three different forms: solid, liquid, 
and gas. 
    Solid matter has a definite shape. It also takes up a definite 
amount of space. That means it has a specific volume. If you 
could look at solid matter under a very powerful microscope, 
you would see its tiny particles moving back and forth. The 
particles are packed very tightly together, so they vibrate in 
place. Their overall shape does not change. 
    Liquid matter takes the shape of its container. In a cup, it is 
shaped like a cup. In a vase, it is shaped like a vase. The 
volume of the liquid stays the same. If you were to look at 
liquid matter under the microscope, you would see its tiny 
particles sliding past each other. Because of this unique sliding 
movement, the liquid is able to change its shape so we can 
pour it. 
     In the form of a gas, matter is usually invisible. The air 
around us has several different gases, like the oxygen we 
breathe in, and the carbon dioxide we breathe out. If you 
could look at gas matter under the microscope, you would see 
its tiny particles floating around with lots of space in between 
them. They spread out to fill any container the gas is placed in.  

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) What does the word properties mean in 
the first paragraph? ___________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

2) What are the three forms that matter can 
take? _______________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

3) What does the word vibrate mean in the 
second paragraph?____________________ 

____________________________________ 

4) What is one difference between a solid 
and a liquid? _________________________ 

____________________________________ 

5) Are the tiny particles closer together in a 
solid, a liquid, or a gas? ________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-1 of 36
LEVEL: C.1 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Habitat Destruction 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Life Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

     Humans are the leading cause of plants and animals 
becoming endangered or extinct.  An endangered species has so 
few members that there is a good possibility it will not last much 
longer. If something is not done to protect endangered species, 
they will die out and we will not have any more of that kind of 
plant or animal on Earth. The most dangerous thing we as 
humans do that harms plants and animals is that we destroy 
their habitats because we do not pay very close attention to living 
things that may already be in an area that we want to use.  
     Thousands of acres of tropical rain forest habitat has been 
destroyed so the land and lumber could be used for building 
projects.  The loss of plant and animal life in this one habitat 
alone has been horrible. Many of the organisms that live in the 
tropical rain forests cannot be found anywhere else in the world. 
We are just beginning to discover medicines and other resources 
that we risk losing if more species die out. 
     Most of us don’t live near the tropical rain forests, but that 
does not mean we are far removed from habitat destruction. 
Every time a town expands, building more houses and 
businesses, it pushes the local wildlife farther from its natural 
habitat. Wetlands and grasslands are unique habitats that are 
especially at risk. Thankfully, people are becoming more aware of 
how human actions impact nature. This is the first step toward 
protecting habitats. 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) Why are so many plants and animals 
endangered? _________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

2) What do we risk losing in addition to 
plants and animals if we continue to destroy 
rain forests? _________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

3) What should towns do if they want to 
expand onto more land? ________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

4) What kinds of habitat are especially at 
risk? ________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

5) How can we help prevent more habitat 
destruction? _________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-12 of 36
LEVEL: C.2 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Cross-Curricular Focus: Earth Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

  There are quite a few different climates found on planet 
Earth. A climate is the usual or average condition of the 
atmosphere (the layers of gases and air above Earth) in a 
certain area. Climate can change slightly from day to day, but 
you should think of it as what the weather is like most often.  
 

 Scientists have identified eleven different climates on 
Earth. They are named either for the specific region where 
they can be found, or to describe the typical weather found 
there. In the polar regions of Earth, near the north pole and 
the south pole, there are two extremely cold climates: Ice caps 
and Tundra. In the warmer tropical regions near the equator, 
there are three separate climates: Monsoon, Wet, and 
Savannah/Grasslands. In the subtropical regions between the 
tropical regions and the polar regions, there are six different 
climates: Dry summer, Dry winter, Humid, Marine West Coast, 
Mediterranean, and Wet. 
 

 Why are the warmest climates found near the equator? 
The equator is at the widest surface of Earth, so the sun shines 
directly on it when Earth is facing the sun. Because Earth is a 
sphere, the surface curves as it moves away from the equator, 
and those areas receive less direct sunlight. The poles, at the 
top and bottom of Earth’s sphere, receive the least sunlight of 
all, and therefore have a layer of ice year-round. 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) What is a climate? __________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

2) What is the climate of the region where 
you live? ____________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

3) Why is it coldest in the polar regions? 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

4) How does the shape of Earth affect the 
climate of different regions?_____________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

5) Are you more likely to have a warm 
climate in Canada or in Mexico? Why? 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-33 of 36
LEVEL: C.3 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Traveling to the Distant West 
Cross-Curricular Focus: History/Social Sciences 

Name:__________________________________ 

     In the early days of America, the original colonies were 
fairly close together on the east coast. Travel was by foot, or 
by horse. If goods had to be transported over land, a horse 
and wagon was often used.  As more and more settlers 
arrived, transportation expanded to include a few tracks of 
railroad service. Travel to known areas was not very difficult. 
 

    When America began to expand toward the west, it was not 
as easy to get by with walking, riding a horse, or using a 
wagon. The lands in the west were unknown, and many 
settlers had long distances to go in order to claim land for their 
own. Oregon territory offered rich land for those who would 
travel there. The California gold rush of 1849 gave many 
people dreams of becoming rich, so they decided to travel 
there. Many families stayed behind while husbands and fathers 
set out alone to make a home where their families could join 
them later.  
 

     Theodore Judah saw that people needed a faster way to 
travel in this new direction: west. It was his dream to unite 
the east and west with the first transcontinental railroad, a 
train system that would reach from one side of the continent to 
the other. Thousands of workers came to California to help 
build the tracks going east from Sacramento. Many others 
started building west from Nebraska. In 1869, the tracks met 
in Promontory, Utah. Suddenly, the parts of our nation that 
had seemed so distant were joined with our early settlements 
by the tracks. Our country became one again. 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) When the colonies were close together, 
how did most people travel? ____________ 
____________________________________ 
 

2) What two things made a lot of people 
want to move west to settle? ____________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

3) What was Theodore Judah’s dream? 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

4) Why do you think that workers built the 
railroad from both sides at the same time? 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

5) How did the new railroad make the 
country feel more united? ______________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-8 of 36
LEVEL: C.4 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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What’s the Forecast? 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Earth Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

 The weather forecast  tells us what the temperature 
and air conditions are likely to be outside in the near 
future. There is a wide variety of weather, from sunny to 
stormy and warm to cool. It can be rainy or cloudy or 
windy. Listening to or watching the weather forecast can 
help us be prepared so we know what to wear. If weather 
conditions will be severe, like snow, a storm, or a 
hurricane, getting information ahead of time can help us 
prepare so we can stay safe. 
 

 A meteorologist is a person whose job it is to forecast 
the weather. There are many tools available now that help 
the meteorologist do his/her job.  A common tool for 
getting an accurate measurement of the temperature is a 
thermometer. A high temperature probably means plenty of 
sunshine for everyone.  
 

 When the weather is rainy, a meteorologist can use a 
rain gauge to get numerical data about how much rain is 
falling outdoors. If you are lucky, you may be able to see 
a rainbow if the sun comes out while the last of the rain is 
still sprinkling from the sky.  
 

 Wind brings us weather because it blows clouds from 
one place to another. Therefore, it is helpful to know from 
which direction the wind is blowing. A wind vane can 
provide this information so meteorologists know what is 
coming. Weather forecasts are not always right, but they 
get more accurate all the time. 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm   
your answers.  

1) What is a weather forecast? ____________ 
______________________________________
______________________________________ 
 

2) What is a person whose job it is to forecast 
the weather called?  _____________________ 
______________________________________ 
 

3) Name one weather tool and tell what it is 
used for. ______________________________ 
______________________________________
______________________________________ 
 

4) What is your favorite kind of weather? Why? 
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 
 

5) Do you think the job of a meteorologist is 
difficult or easy? Explain your thinking.  
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-24 of 36
LEVEL: C.5 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Adapting to Survive 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Life Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

      Living things have certain adaptations that allow them to 
survive in a specific environment. An organism adapts to 
conditions in the environment when it develops a behavior 
that makes survival more likely, or has a physical characteristic 
or body part that helps it survive.  
 

     In a forest biome, some trees grow taller than the other 
plants around them so that they can reach the sunlight. For 
the trees, growing taller is an adaptation that helps them 
survive. Shorter plants have adapted with their behavior, 
learning to live in the shade with less sunlight. Animals in the 
forest have a wide variety of adaptations. Monkeys have long 
tails that they can use almost like another hand. This helps 
them swing quickly through the tops of trees, often while 
holding their babies, or gathering food. Giraffes need to reach 
leaves at the tops of tall trees, so having a long neck is an 
adaptation that allows them to do this. 
 

 Some animals’ adaptations prevent other animals from 
wanting to eat them. A skunk’s horrible smell makes larger 
animals choose something else to eat. Even plants sometimes 
protect themselves in this way. Roses and Acacia trees both 
have dangerous thorns that prevent animals from eating their 
leaves. Physical and behavior adaptations both help living 
things survive. 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm your 
answers.  

1) What are the two main ways that an 
organism adapts? _______________________ 
______________________________________
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
 

2) Name one animal adaptation you read 
about in the passage:  ___________________ 
______________________________________
______________________________________ 
 

3) Is the animal adaptation you chose a 
physical or behavioral adaptation? _________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
 

4) Name one plant adaptation you read about 
in the passage: _________________________ 
______________________________________
______________________________________ 
 

5) Is the plant adaptation you chose a physical 
or behavioral adaptation? _________________ 
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-10 of 36
LEVEL: C.6 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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 Phases of the Moon 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Earth Science

Name:__________________________________ 

   Have you noticed that sometimes the moon appears as 
just a tiny sliver of light in the night sky, and other times it is 
a big, round, bright circle? The moon has many different looks 
depending on what time of the month it is. Each of these 
looks is called a lunar phase. Lunar means “of the moon”. 
The moon has phases because Earth rotates around the sun, 
and the moon rotates separately around Earth. The moon 
itself does not actually change size, it’s just that different 
parts of it are in the shadow caused by the sun’s light. 
 
 During the New Moon phase, none of the side of the 
moon that is facing Earth is lit by the sun, so it appears as 
only a dark outline. During the Waxing Crescent phase, only a 
tiny sliver of the side of the moon that is facing Earth is lit by 
the sun. During the First Quarter phase, half of the moon’s 
nearest side is lit by the sun, so we see it as a quarter full. 
During the Waxing Gibbous phase, more of the nearest side is 
lit, but it is not quite full yet. During the Full Moon phase, all 
of the side of the moon that is facing Earth is lit by the sun, 
so it appears as a large, bright circle. During the Waning 
Gibbous phase, some of the part that was lit as a full moon 
begins to fall into the shadows. During the Last Quarter 
phase, the opposite side of the moon’s nearest side is lit. 
Again, the moon appears as one quarter full. During the 
Waning Crescent phase, the moon slips further into shadows 
and is a thin crescent shape once more before the entire 
lunar cycle begins again. 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) What is meant by a “phase” of the moon? 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

2) Why does the moon appear to be different 
sizes?  ______________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

3) What are the two phases during which the 
moon appears almost full, but not quite? 
____________________________________
____________________________________  
 

4) What are the two phases during which the 
moon appears as only a tiny sliver? 
____________________________________
____________________________________  
 

5) What is your favorite phase of the moon? 
Why? _______________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-16 of 36LEVEL: C.7 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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In Danger of Extinction
Cross-Curricular Focus: Life Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

  The koala is an endangered species. An 
endangered species is a certain kind of animal 
that does not have enough members of its kind to 
survive unless it is protected. Animals that are not 
protected may become extinct, or completely die 
out. Interestingly, the koala is partly to blame for its own 
condition as an endangered creature. 
 When you were younger, were you a picky eater? Did your 
parents have to force you to eat things that were good for you? 
Hopefully you listened to what they taught you and ate up your 
dinner. Koalas are too stubborn for their own good! 
 Koalas live in tall eucalyptus trees, also known as gum 
trees. Lucky for them, they eat the leaves of the eucalyptus 
trees. Since there are over 600 different varieties of eucalyptus 
tree, the koala should have no trouble finding food. However, 
koalas are even pickier than you ever were about what they eat. 
Out of the 600 varieties, they will only eat the leaves of about 
120 kinds of eucalyptus trees.  Really, they are even pickier than 
that. The koalas of a specific area will only eat about four or five 
different kinds of eucalyptus leaves. They would actually rather 
starve than eat the other kinds. Now that’s stubborn!  The 
biggest problem right now is that the brush land where many 
koalas live in Australia is being cut down to make room for 
houses and cities.  

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) What does it mean when an animal is 
extinct? ____________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

2) Imagine if you were like a koala and ate 
only one kind of food. What kind of food 
would it be?  _________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

3) What is another name for a gum tree? 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

4) Why do you think the koala is so picky? 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

5) What would you tell people to get them to 
stop cutting down the brush land where 
koalas live? __________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-14 of 36LEVEL: C.8 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Cross-Curricular Focus: History/Social Sciences 

Name:__________________________________ 

 The United States used to be a group of colonies that 
belonged to England. Until 1763, England had interfered in the 
business of the colonists very little. However, England had a lot 
of war debt that needed to be paid, and some of it was because 
England was defending the colonies. Pressure from citizens living 
in England to lower taxes there made the king decide to take  
more control over the colonies and make them pay off the debts. 
After many years of being left to make their own decisions, some 
colonists did not want to pay high taxes, or follow rules that 
didn’t make sense to them, especially since colonists did not have 
an opportunity to participate in government decisions in England. 
 

 The colonists were divided: some, the Loyalists, wanted to 
stay loyal to England, and others, the Patriots, felt that it was 
time for America to be established as an independent nation. 
The Patriots decided that it was time to make an official 
declaration, or statement, of independence by sending a letter 
to the king. Fighting had already begun when Thomas Jefferson 
wrote the group’s ideas into a letter to King George III, 
explaining why the colonists believed they no longer had to listen 
to his authority. The men who signed the declaration risked their 
lives, but they believed in America enough to sign anyway. 
 

 After the American Revolution was over, the job of uniting 
thirteen separate colonies into one nation had to be done. It was 
a difficult process with lots of compromises. Finally, another 
document called the Constitution was written to describe the 
rights and responsibilities of our new government and its people. 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) What country did the American colonies 
belong to when they were first established? 
____________________________________ 
  

2) Why did King George III decided to take 
more control over the colonies than he had 
before? ______________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

3) Did all the colonists think that it was time 
to be independent from England? Explain. 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

4) Do you think you would have been willing 
to risk death by signing the declaration of 
independence? Why, or why not? ________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

5) What are some rights and responsibilities 
you think citizens should have? __________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-35 of 36LEVEL: C.9 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Elements & Atoms 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Physical Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

     Everything around you is made of matter, and matter is 
made of at least one element. An element is made of atoms 
that are all the same kind. It is a pure form of matter. 
Elements join together with other elements to make different 
materials that we see and use every day.  

     Some common elements that you might have heard about 
are oxygen, carbon, helium, gold, and silver. If you have a 
lump of silver, all of the atoms that make up that lump of silver 
are the same. There are more than 100 different elements that 
we know of today. They are arranged on a scientific chart 
called the periodic table. The table provides us with 
information about the elements’ atoms and properties (what 
they look like and how they act in different situations).  

 Each element has its own box on the chart that shows its 
atomic number, its symbol, and its name.  The atomic number 
tells us how many protons (positively charged particles) are in 
each atom of a specific element. Where the element is located 
on the periodic table tells us what other elements are similar to 
that element, and how they look and act. Elements can be 
metals, nonmetals, or semimetals. Semimetals have some of 
the characteristics of metals, and some of the characteristics of 
nonmetals. Metals, nonmetals, and semimetals are grouped 
together on the table, and coded with different colors.  

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) Which is larger, an atom or an element? 
Explain._____________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

2) What is the purpose of the periodic table? 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

3) How many different elements do we 
know about? _________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

4) What is included in the box for each 
element? ____________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

5) What is a semimetal like? ____________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-7 of 36LEVEL: C.10 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Why Does the Moon Orbit Earth?
Cross-Curricular Focus: Earth Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

  The moon orbits (travels in a circle around) Earth 
because there is a force between Earth and the moon called 
gravity. Because of gravity, larger objects naturally pull smaller 
ones toward themselves. Since Earth is larger than the moon, 
Earth pulls on the moon. At the same time, Earth is being 
pulled by the sun, because the sun is larger than Earth. The 
balance between those two “pulls” is what keeps the moon in 
orbit around Earth. 
 Although you hear people all the time saying the moon 
was shining, the moon does not actually have any light of its 
own. What we see as its light is really the sun’s light reflecting 
off of the moon’s surface. As the moon orbits Earth and Earth 
orbits the sun, we see different amounts of light reflecting on 
the moon depending on its position. We call the changes in 
the moon’s appearance lunar phases.  From one new moon to 
the next new moon is one complete lunar cycle. 
 It takes the moon between 27 and 28 days to completely 
orbit Earth.  The moon’s orbit is measured from one new moon 
to the next new moon, starting in the west and moving 
counter-clockwise toward the east.  To complete one full orbit, 
the moon has to travel about 1,423,000 miles. Believe it or not, 
the moon travels at an average speed of 2, 288 miles per hour! 
The force of gravity helps keep us grounded as the moon 
rotates around us, and we spin and rotate around the sun.  

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) What two spheres are being pulled by 
the force of gravity? ___________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

2) Why does Earth pull on the moon instead 
of the other way around? _______________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

3) What’s really happening when the moon 
“shines”? ____________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

4) Which moves faster, your family car, or 
the moon? ___________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

5) Name one new thing that you learned 
about the moon or its orbit. _____________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-20 of 36
LEVEL: C.11 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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United States Geography 
Cross-Curricular Focus: History/Social Sciences 

Name:__________________________________ 

(passage)        The study of Earth’s land-  
           forms and physical features, 
           such as mountains, glaciers,  
           lakes and rivers is called 
           physical geography.  It is 
           important for students to  
           know about the physical 
            geography of Earth because 
           the seasons, the atmosphere, 
           and all the natural processes  
           that take place on the surface  
of Earth affect where people can live. Geography is one of a 
combination of factors that has determined where people choose 
to settle, and how long they stay in a certain area.  
 The physical features of a region are what make it rich or 
poor in resources. Within our nation, mountain ranges, such as the 
Sierra Nevadas, the Rocky Mountains, and the Appalachians have 
become natural borders for settlement areas. Fresh water sources 
such as the Mississippi River, the Colorado River, and the Great 
Lakes have also influenced where people have settled. Throughout 
history, people have settled near fresh water to ensure that daily 
needs for drinking and washing could be met, and there was an 
added bonus of using water as a travel route for people and goods. 
Mountains and deserts have been settled by fewer people than the 
plains areas, but have valuable plant, animal, and mineral resources 
of their own. Earth is our home. The more that we can answer our 
questions about it, the more comfortable we can be at home. 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) Why is it important to learn about 
physical geography? 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

2) What landforms have become natural 
borders for settlement in the United States? 
____________________________________
____________________________________  
 

3) Why were the regions along the 
Mississippi and Colorado rivers popular 
places for settlements?  _______________ 
___________________________________  
 

4) Why do you think less people settled in  
mountains and deserts than on the plains? 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

5) If you could live anywhere in the U.S., 
where would you choose to live? Why? 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-28 of 36
LEVEL: C.12 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Name:__________________________________ 

   Our culture is the system we use to build our identity. 
All living creatures are part of a culture, even animals! So what 
is culture? It is the way we behave in a group. It begins with 
each individual family and the things we do to build 
connections and relationships with our other family members. 
This can include routines for doing things, or traditions that are 
repeated on a regular basis.  
 Culture is not limited to individual family groups. The real 
strength of culture is in larger community groups, or 
societies. Every society makes rules for how to act in different 
situations. Some of these rules are actually written down or 
published in some way, and some are just things that are 
automatically expected of all members of that society. Often, 
cultures can be identified by such things as what the people 
believe, what they choose to include in their art, what 
language they speak, and their customs for eating and doing 
certain things.  
 Our cultures help us understand who we are and what 
we believe. There are often very strong emotions connecting 
us to our own society. When two different cultures disagree on 
things that they both feel strongly about, war is a common 
result. By learning more effective ways to communicate with 
each other, we can experience a new appreciation for the 
differences that make our world such an interesting place. 
 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) Tell about a tradition your family shares. 
____________________________________
____________________________________  
 

2) Have you ever had a friend whose family 
had different beliefs than your own? If so, 
what was your reaction to the difference? 
____________________________________
____________________________________  
 

3) What would your art tell someone about 
your culture? _________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

4) Do you speak more than one language? 
What is the value of learning an additional 
language? ___________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

5) How can we help prevent wars between 
cultures? ____________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-30 of 36
LEVEL: C.13 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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The Scientific Method 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Science Investigation 

Name:__________________________________ 

 Scientists study the world and learn about things using a 
process called the scientific method. By asking important 
questions and searching for the answers, it is possible to make 
amazing discoveries! Sometimes a scientist is unable to answer 
his own question, but if he has taken good notes another 
scientist may come along later who is able to use new 
knowledge or techniques to answer it. 
 

 When you use the scientific method to conduct an 
experiment, you start by making observations about 
something that interests you. Based on your observations, you 
make a hypothesis. This is using what you know to make a 
smart guess about what you think could happen. Then you are 
ready to begin your experiment. All during your experiment 
you take down notes, which are called experiment data. You 
are constantly making observations during this time. You may 
make discoveries that cause you to revise your experiment  as 
you go. Eventually, you conclude your experiment and begin to 
look over your notes to decide what it all means. Based on 
what you have learned, you make a final statement about 
whether or not your hypothesis was correct. You have to have 
reasons and evidence to support what you are saying. 
 

 Using the scientific method can be challenging, but 
rewarding. Because all the steps are organized in a process, 
the results are more valid. When you provide observations as 
evidence to support what you are saying, your ideas are more 
likely to be accepted. 
 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) What is the scientific method?  
____________________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

2) When you find something that interests 
you, how do you make a hypothesis? 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

3) Name one reason why it is important to 
take good notes when you are conducting an 
experiment. __________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

4) What is the last step in the scientific 
method? ____________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

5) Name one thing you might like to 
investigate this year for a science project. 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-21 of 36
LEVEL: C.14 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Waves & Currents 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Physical Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

  When you hear the words waves and currents, your 
brain might immediately make you think about the ocean, or at 
least some form of water. That’s natural, since that is probably 
what you have experienced the most in connection to those 
two words. But waves and currents can be talking about 
energy as well. Energy travels in waves, and electric current is 
the constant flow of electric energy. 
 A wave, whether it is in the ocean, on land, or in the air, 
is simply the movement that takes energy from one place to 
another. Many kinds of energy travels in waves. Light, sound, 
and mechanical energy all travel in waves. Sound waves, for 
example, are produced by the vibration of particles. Plucking a 
string on a guitar or violin makes the air around the string 
move back and forth. A wave can be measured based on a 
comparison of its highest point (crest) and lowest point 
(trough). The distances between troughs and the distance 
between crests are called wavelengths.  You can use a timer to 
see how many crests happen in a certain amount of time, and 
that will tell you the frequency of a wave.  
 The constant flow of charged particles is an electric 
current. Negatively charged particles move toward positively 
charged particles. Electric current needs an unbroken path, or 
circuit. A circuit is made of wires, an energy source, and 
something that requires energy. Then the current can flow! 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) Use your existing connections to the 
words waves and currents to help you 
connect to their new meanings. What do 
ocean waves and currents have to do with 
energy waves and electrical currents? 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

2) Give an example of a kind of energy that 
travels in waves.______________________ 
____________________________________ 

3) What is the difference between a trough 
and a crest?__________________________ 
____________________________________ 

4) What is a wavelength?_______________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

5) What is a circuit made of?____________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-4 of 36LEVEL: C.15 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Classifying Triangles 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Mathematics 

Name:__________________________________ 

 Every triangle has three sides and three angles that 
always add up to 180º. There are some differences in triangles, 
though. You may have noticed that they can be shaped slightly 
differently, based on the size of their angles and the lengths of 
their sides. There are three kinds of triangles: equilateral, 
isosceles, and scalene. 
 

 An equilateral triangle has three equal sides. It also has 
three equal angles. The three angles of an equilateral triangle 
are each 60º, so they add up to 180º. 
 

 The second kind of triangle is an isosceles triangle. An 
isosceles triangle has two sides that are equal, and one that is 
different. It also has two angles that have the same 
measurement, and one that is different. The three angles add 
up to 180º. 
 

 The last kind of triangle is a scalene triangle. A scalene 
triangle has three sides that are different lengths, and three 
angles that have different measurements. However, the three 
angles still add up to 180º. 
 

 Triangles get a second name based on the kind of angles 
they have inside. If all the angles are small, less than 90º, it is 
called an acute triangle. If it has one right angle (exactly 90º), 
it is called a right triangle. If it has an angle that is more than 
90º, it is called an obtuse triangle.  The names can be used 
together to describe triangles very precisely. For example, you 
can have a right isosceles triangle if it has two equal sides,  a 
90º angle and two 45º angles.  

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) What is the sum of the angles of any 
triangle? _____________________________ 
 

2) If a triangle has no equal sides and no 
equal angles, what is it called?  __________ 
____________________________________ 
 

3) How many degrees are in a right angle? 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

4) What is a triangle called if all the angles 
and all the sides are equal? _____________ 
____________________________________ 
 

5) In your own words, explain what to look 
for if you want to classify a triangle.   
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-17 of 36
LEVEL: C.16 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Competing for Resources 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Life Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

     The resources of any one environment are 
limited. Depending on which plants and  
animals share the environment, there may not 
be enough of everything to go around. All  
organisms need water, food, and shelter to stay 
alive. These resources are beneficial, or good for organisms. 
When an environment is low on its supply of any of these 
things, organisms have to compete for them. Those who get to 
the resources first have the best chance of survival. Being 
without water, food, or shelter for very long is detrimental, 
or harmful, to organisms. 
     The resources of an area determine the size of the plant 
and animal populations there. When the number of living 
things grows too large, the weakest of the populations will not 
be able to get the resources they need. As the weak die out, 
the populations get smaller until the area’s resources can 
support them. Sometimes people will step in and capture 
members of large animal populations and move some of them 
to another location with less competition so that they can all 
survive. Sometimes the government will allow hunting of large 
animal populations, such as deer or rabbits, as a food source 
for people. When there are too many of these animals for an 
area, they come into the cities looking for food and cause 
trouble. Hunting keeps their numbers under control.  

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) Why do organisms sometimes have to 
compete for resources? ________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

2) What kinds of things are beneficial for 
organisms? __________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

3) What kinds of things are detrimental for 
organisms? __________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

4) What happens when populations grow too 
large for an area? _____________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

5) Do you think hunting or relocation is a 
better solution for over-sized animal 
populations? Why?____________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-13 of 36
LEVEL: C.17 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Converting Energy to Motion 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Physical Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

  You use energy every day. Energy is the ability to cause 
change. Any time you move, you are using energy. When you 
bounce a ball or ride a bike, you use energy from your body to 
make the ball or the bike move. When your parents cook food 
for you to eat, they use heat energy to change the food from 
raw to cooked.  

      Not all energy is used as soon as you get it. Sometimes 
energy is stored to be used later. Stored energy can be 
chemical energy stored in a battery, or in your body. It can 
also be potential energy based on what position something is 
in. A ball at the top of a hill has potential energy because of its 
position. A soccer player standing ready to kick a ball has 
potential energy, too. 

      Energy of motion is also called kinetic energy. Potential 
energy converts, or changes into, kinetic energy when the 
thing or person begins to move. When the ball starts rolling 
down hill, or the soccer player kicks the ball, kinetic energy is 
now working. Energy often changes forms. When you switch 
on your light, electricity converts into light. When you eat, 
chemical energy from your food converts into thermal and 
mechanical energy that allows you to do work. When you 
switch on a cell phone, chemical energy from its battery 
converts into sound energy and light energy. 

Answer the following questions based on the reading 
passage. Don’t forget to go back to the passage 
whenever necessary to find or confirm your answers.  
 

1) What is energy? ____________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 
2) Energy that is based on a person or item’s 
position is called ______________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 
3) What is another name for energy of 
motion? _____________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 
4) What is another way to say changes into ? 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 
5) What is kinetic energy?______________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 

Cross-Curricular Reading Comprehension Worksheets: C-2 of 36

LEVEL: C.18 DATE: NAME:

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE

O PREVIEW THE PASSAGE (title, bold words, pictures, etc.)
O READ THE 5 QUESTIONS OUT LOUD

O READ THE PASSAGE OUT LOUD TO SOMEONE (daily):__________
O “ZAP” THE ANSWERS WITH THE QUESTIONS (with marker/highlighter)
O ANSWER EACH QUESTION WITH A COMPLETE SENTENCE
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Displaying Data 
Cross-Curricular Focus: Mathematics

Name:__________________________________ 

 There are many different kinds of graphs that are used to 
show information. Another name for information is data. Graphs 
make reports and science research more powerful because they 
give us a way to see with our eyes what the numbers actually 
mean. They sort of bring the numbers to life so we can analyze 
what is happening and understand it better. 
 

 The kind of graph you choose depends on what you want to 
show. Some graph styles are more powerful than others to 
emphasize specific information that you want to stand out. You 
should consider all of the graph choices when you have data to 
include in a report or presentation. 
 

 A pie chart is good for showing a part of a whole. A line 
graph is an excellent choice if you want to describe how 
something changes over time, or emphasize big differences 
between the highest and lowest numbers, or the shortest and 
tallest plants. Data is represented with pictures or symbols on a 
pictograph. Each picture or symbol can represent whatever number 
of items you choose. A colorful bar graph can show changes over 
time, or comparisons between two or more things. A Venn diagram 
uses two overlapping circles. They are especially good for sorting 
information on two different characteristics. For example: plants 
with green leaves on the left, plants with flowers on the right, and 
plants with both in the middle where the circles overlap. Choosing 
the right kind of graph can help you build a better project. 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) Why should you use graphs to display 
your data? ___________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________  
 

2) If you wanted to show how much of your 
allowance you spent on each thing you 
bought, which graph would be a good 
choice?______________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

3) Which kind of graph will allow you to use 
lots of color to display your data? ________ 
____________________________________ 
 

4) How is a Venn diagram used? _________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

5) What kind of graph would you be willing 
to try using on your next project? Why? 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
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Geometric Shape Names
 Cross-Curricular Focus: Mathematics 

Name:__________________________________ 

       Many geometric shapes are named based on the number 
of sides that they have. If you learn the meaning of the 
number prefixes, it can be like a secret code that helps you 
know the meaning of other complex words that use the same 
prefixes.  
 Triangles have three sides and three angles. The prefix 
tri- means three. Words that use the prefix tri- usually have 
something to do with three parts. For example, a tripod is a 
camera stand that has three legs. A triathlon is a difficult 
sports event in which the competitors have to participate in 
three different activities, such as running, swimming, and 
bicycling. 
 Quadrilaterals have four sides and four angles. The prefix 
quad- means four. A quadrant is a graphing chart with four 
sections. Dirt bikes with four wheels are called quads. The 
muscles in your arms that connect in four places are called 
quadriceps. 
 Pentagons have five sides and five angles. The prefix 
penta- means five. A pentagram is a five-pointed star.  Poetry 
measured in groups of five syllable pairs is called pentameter. 
 Octagons have eight sides and eight angles. The prefix 
oct- means eight.  An octopus has eight tentacles. A musical 
octave has eight notes.  Octuplets are eight babies who are 
born at the same time to the same mother.  

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) How do prefixes help you understand the 
meaning of new words? ________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

2) What do words that begin with tri- have in 
common? ___________________________ 
____________________________________  
 

3) A duet  is a song performed by two 
people. Based on the meaning of the prefix, 
what do you expect the word octet to mean?  
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

4) Triple  is three times the amount. Based 
on the meaning of the prefix, what do you 
expect the word quadruple  to mean? 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

5) A decagon has ten sides. Why do we call a 
decimal a decimal? ____________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________
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Name:__________________________________ 

 

  You may have noticed that the world’s population is not 
evenly distributed around our planet. There are some countries 
where people seem to be living nearly on top of each other 
because conditions are overcrowded. Then there are others 
where it seems that hardly anybody lives. What influences this 
unequal distribution of people? There are specific advantages  
and disadvantages  of living in a certain area. 
 

 The two main factors that influence people’s choice of 
location are climate and resources. Climate is the usual 
weather conditions in a region. Areas that have severe weather 
are generally less desirable as places to live. The north and 
south poles at the extreme top and bottom of the world may 
be beautiful in their rugged, natural way, but the 
disadvantage of the bitterly cold and windy conditions usually 
keeps people away. When it comes to climate, warm conditions 
and a normal amount of rainfall are advantages that attract 
people. 
 

 Natural resources are things that we get from nature that 
help us survive. Each region offers different resources, and 
therefore attracts different groups of people. People who enjoy 
the beach can make their living catching and selling the 
ocean’s many fish and other sea creatures. Those who prefer 
farming can take advantage of rich soil in valleys near rivers. 
Some people are willing to put up with the disadvantages of 
the extreme conditions of deserts or mountains in order to take 
advantage of resources like mineral deposits or lumber.  

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm your 
answers.  

1) Based on what you have read, what is the 
difference between an advantage and a 
disadvantage?  ________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
 

2) Name one reason someone might choose to 
live near the coast. ______________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
 

3) Why don’t many people live near the north 
or south poles? _________________________ 
______________________________________
______________________________________ 
 

4) What is a natural resource?  ____________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
 

5) What natural resources are there in your 
local community? _______________________ 
______________________________________ 
______________________________________ 
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The Product-Quotient Connection
Cross-Curricular Focus: Mathematics 

Name:__________________________________ 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) How are multiplication and division related 
to each other? ________________________ 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 

2) What is a benefit of checking your answer 
after you have solved a math problem? 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 

3) How are the things that you learn in math 
now going to help you later? 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 

4) What is a product?___________________ 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 

5) What is a quotient? __________________ 
_____________________________________
____________________________________ 

    Did you know that multiplication and division are related to 
each other? Their relationship is that they are opposites, just like 
addition and subtraction are opposites. We know that they are 
opposites, because multiplication is able to reverse, or “undo” 
division, and division is able to reverse or “undo” multiplication. 
Mathematicians have a special word for operations that are the 
opposite of each other like this. They call them inverse operations. 
Multiplication and division are inverse operations, and addition 
and subtraction are inverse operations. 
   Because of their relationship as inverse operations, you can use 
division to “undo” an multiplication problem so you can check to 
see if your product (the answer to a multiplication problem) is 
correct. You can also use multiplication to “undo” a division 
problem so you can check to see if your quotient (the answer to 
a division problem) is correct.  Checking your answer to make 
sure it is correct is called justifying your answer, or proving your 
answer. If you do this with every problem, you can be confident 
that you are correct before you move on to another problem. 
     Developing a good understanding of the ways in which the 
addition-subtraction and multiplication-division inverse operation 
relationships work is a skill that will allow you to be successful as 
you begin learning higher math, like algebra. You will be able to 
use your knowledge of inverse operations to balance equations 
that are much more complicated than anything you probably think 
that you can do now. Each new skill you learn in math now is a 
tool you are adding to the toolbox of your mind to help you be 
successful as your education continues. 
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 There are three different levels of government: local, 
state, and federal. Each level of government has its own 
elected officials who have specific jobs to do. As an American 
citizen, you have a voice in all three levels of government 
when you vote. 
 Local government is the level that is closest to the 
community. People in the neighborhood elect a mayor and city 
council members. Town meetings allow the people to bring 
their concerns to their elected leaders. The mayor and city 
council members pass laws that affect the city and the people 
who live there. 
 State government is in charge of writing and enforcing 
laws for all the people within one state. The people of the state 
elect a governor and representatives who handle business for 
the state. Special state departments handle issue like how to 
organize public education, and how to protect the health and 
safety of state citizens. 
 Federal government is in charge of writing and enforcing 
laws for the people in our entire nation. The people of the 
United States elect a president, senators, and representatives 
to handle business that affects the whole country. The federal 
level of government is the only level that can print money, 
negotiate with other countries, or declare war.  
 Each level of government has specific officials and duties. 
We, the people, entrust our power to our leaders. It is their 
responsibility to make sure that our interests and safety are 
protected. 

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) What are the three levels of government? 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

2) How does the average person have a 
voice in government? __________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

3) Which level of government has the ability 
to print money? _______________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

4) Which level of government is in charge of 
organizing public schools? ______________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 

5) Which level of government is most likely 
to have meetings where you can meet your 
elected officials? Why? _________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
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What Causes Reflections?
Cross-Curricular Focus: Physical Science 

Name:__________________________________ 

      Light from the sun or a light bulb travels in waves that 
move in straight lines. When the light waves hit an object, they 
bounce off of it. This action is called reflection. For most 
objects, the light bounces in many directions at the same time. 
When this happens, it allows us to see the object. A picture of 
the object is sent to the brain from the eye, which helps us to 
understand what we see. 
 

  Light waves act differently, however, when they hit a 
smooth, shiny surface. Hitting a surface like a mirror makes 
the light waves bounce directly back to your eyes. This unique 
movement allows you to see yourself being reflected instead of 
seeing just the mirror itself. Anything shiny can act like a 
mirror when the light hits it. Have you ever seen your face 
reflected in the funny rounded side of a pot or pan? You can 
even see reflections on the surface of water if it is smooth and 
still. You have probably seen beautiful pictures of mountain 
scenes where the mountains and sky are reflected on the 
smooth surface of the lake. 
 

 Water and glass have a special ability. They can refract, 
or bend, light. That’s why a spoon in a clear glass of water will 
look bent when it really is not. The ability of glass to refract 
light has given us some useful products, like eyeglasses to help 
us see clearly, and magnifying glasses to enlarge our view.

Answer the following questions based on the 
reading passage. Don’t forget to go back to the 
passage whenever necessary to find or confirm 
your answers.  

1) How does light travel? _______________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

2) Why can we see objects?  ____________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

3) How do light waves act when they hit a 
smooth or shiny surface? _______________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

4) Will a lake filled with people boating and 
swimming act like a mirror? Why, or why 
not? ________________________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 

5) What ability of glass allows us to magnify, 
or make things larger? _________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________
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